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INPUT-OUTPUT CIRCUITRY FOR
INTEGRATED CIRCUITS

BACKGROUND

Programmable integrated circuits are a type of integrated
circuit that can be configured by a user to implement custom
logic functions. In a typical scenario, a logic designer uses
computer-aided design (CAD) tools to design a custom logic
circuit. When the design process is complete, the CAD tools
generate configuration data. The configuration data is loaded
into a programmable integrated circuit to configure the device
to perform desired logic functions.

Programmable integrated circuits include input-output cir-
cuitry that is used for communications with external circuits
such as memory and network devices. Because program-
mable integrated circuits can be configured in many different
ways and are installed on many different types of boards, it
can be challenging to design input-output circuitry that
accommodates multiple configurations of the programmable
integrated circuits, especially with ever-increasing commu-
nications speeds and performance requirements. For
example, conventional integrated circuits typically include
dedicated input-output circuitry at each input-output pin for
each possible communications function. Communications
functions include high-speed functions such as external
memory communications or high-speed network communi-
cations. However, input-output circuitry for high-speed func-
tions can include complex clock circuitry such as large mul-
tiplexers and clock phase interpolators that occupy a
disproportionate amount of valuable circuit area.

SUMMARY

An integrated circuit such as a programmable integrated
circuit may include input-output pins that have corresponding
input-output circuits. An input-output circuit may include
first and second interface circuits that communicate using
respective first and second protocols or standards. The first
and second interface circuits may be external memory inter-
face circuits or clock recovery interface circuits. The input-
output circuit may include interpolator circuitry that is shared
between the first and second interface circuits. The interpo-
lator circuitry may include one or more phase interpolation
circuits that receive multiple clock signals and perform phase
interpolation operations on the clock signals to produce
modified clock signals. A phase interpolation circuit may
include first and second multiplexers that receive the clock
signals and produce clock signals selected from the received
clock signals. The selected clock signals may be provided to
respective adjustable-strength driver circuits that drive an
output terminal (path) of the interpolation circuit to produce a
modified clock signal. The modified clock signal may be used
by interface circuits during communications operations.

An input-output circuit may include selection circuitry
such as multiplexing circuitry that receives clock control
signals from the interface circuits of that input-output circuit.
The selection circuitry may accommodate sharing of the
interpolator circuitry between the interface circuits. The
selection circuitry may be configured via programmable ele-
ments to provide control signals from a first portion of the
interface circuits to the interpolator circuitry in a first mode
and to provide control signals from a second portion of the
interface circuits to the interpolator circuitry in a second
mode. For example, in a memory interface mode, the selec-
tion circuitry may be configured to provide control signals
from memory interface circuits to the interpolator circuitry.
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As another example, in a clock recovery mode, the selection
circuitry may be configured to provide control signals from
clock recovery interface circuits to the interpolator circuitry.

Logic design computing equipment such as computing
equipment having CAD tools may be used to configure input-
output circuits having shared interpolator circuitry. The logic
design computing equipment may select a mode of operation
for the input-output circuit and identify which interface cir-
cuits of the input-output circuit are associated with the
selected mode of operation. The logic design computing
equipment may configure selection circuitry of the input-
output circuit to convey control signals from the identified
interface circuits to the shared interpolator circuitry.

Further features of the present invention, its nature and
various advantages will be more apparent from the accompa-
nying drawings and the following detailed description.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram of an illustrative programmable inte-
grated circuit having input/output circuits in accordance with
an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a diagram of an illustrative integrated circuit
having input/output circuits that are coupled to clock circuitry
in accordance with an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a diagram of an illustrative input/output circuit
having interface circuits that share interpolator circuitry in
accordance with an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 4 is a diagram of an illustrative phase interpolation
circuit that may be included in interpolation circuitry in
accordance with an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 5 is an illustrative timing diagram showing how phase
interpolation circuitry may generate modified-phase clock
signals from input clock signals in accordance with an
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 6 is an illustrative diagram showing how phase inter-
polation circuitry may generate modified-phase clock signals
indexed by phase in accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 7 is a diagram of an illustrative clock recovery inter-
face circuit that may use shared interpolator circuitry in
accordance with an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 8 is an illustrative table that may be maintained by a
clock recovery interface circuit to determine phase adjust-
ments for shared interpolator circuitry in accordance with an
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 9 is an illustrative timing diagram showing how a
phase detection circuit may be used to determine phase
adjustments to a clock signal based on an input data signal in
accordance with an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 10 is a diagram of an illustrative system including an
integrated circuit that communicates with external memory
using input/output circuits in accordance with an embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 11 is a diagram of an illustrative memory interface
circuit that may use shared interpolator circuitry in accor-
dance with an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 12 is a diagram of an illustrative input/output circuit
including memory interface circuits and clock recovery inter-
face circuits that share interpolator circuitry in accordance
with an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 13 is a flow chart of illustrative steps that may be
performed to configure selection circuitry for sharing inter-
polator circuitry between multiple interface circuits of an
input/output circuit in accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Embodiments of the present invention relate to integrated
circuits containing input-output circuitry that is used to com-
municate with external circuitry. The integrated circuits may
be digital signal processors, microprocessors, application
specific integrated circuits, or other suitable integrated cir-
cuits. These types of integrated circuits that are operable to
communicate with external circuitry can benefit from
improved input-output circuitry.

As an example, an integrated circuit such as a program-
mable integrated circuit may include input-output circuitry.
This is merely illustrative and does not serve to limit the scope
of the present invention. If desired, application specific inte-
grated circuits, microprocessors, and other application spe-
cific products may contain input-output circuitry. FIG. 1
shows a diagram of an illustrative programmable integrated
circuit device. As shown in FIG. 1, device 10 may have
input-output (I/O) circuitry 12 for driving signals off of
device 10 and for receiving signals from other devices via
input-output pins 14. Interconnection resources 16 such as
global and local vertical and horizontal conductive lines and
buses may be used to route signals on device 10. Intercon-
nection resources 16 include fixed interconnects (conductive
lines) and programmable interconnects (i.e., programmable
connections between respective fixed interconnects). Pro-
grammable logic 18 may include combinational and sequen-
tial logic circuitry. For example, programmable logic 18 may
include look-up tables, registers, and multiplexers. The pro-
grammable logic 18 may be configured to perform a custom
logic function. The programmable interconnects associated
with interconnection resources may be considered to be a part
of programmable logic 18.

Programmable logic 18 contains programmable elements
20. Programmable elements 20 may be based on any suitable
programmable technology, such as fuses, antifuses, electri-
cally-programmable read-only-memory technology, ran-
dom-access memory cells, mask-programmed elements, etc.
As an example, programmable elements 20 may be formed
from memory cells. During programming, configuration data
is loaded into the memory cells using pins 14 and input-output
circuitry 12. The memory cells are typically random-access-
memory (RAM) cells. Because the RAM cells are loaded
with configuration data, they are sometimes referred to as
configuration RAM cells (CRAM).

Programmable element 20 may be used to provide a static
control output signal for controlling the state of an associated
logic component in programmable logic 18. The output sig-
nals generated by elements 20 are often applied to gates of
metal-oxide-semiconductor (MOS) transistors (sometimes
referred to as pass gate transistors). This example is merely
illustrative. If desired, programmable elements 20 may be
used to provide static output signals for configuring any
desired circuitry on device 10.

The circuitry of device 10 may be organized using any
suitable architecture. As an example, logic 18 of program-
mable device 10 may be organized in a series of rows and
columns of larger programmable logic regions, each of which
contains multiple smaller logic regions. The logic resources
of device 10 may be interconnected by interconnection
resources 16 such as associated vertical and horizontal con-
ductors. These conductors may include global conductive
lines that span substantially all of device 10, fractional lines
such as half-lines or quarter lines that span part of device 10,
staggered lines of a particular length (e.g., sufficient to inter-
connect several logic areas), smaller local lines, or any other
suitable interconnection resource arrangement. I[f desired, the
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logic of device 10 may be arranged in more levels or layers in
which multiple large regions are interconnected to form still
larger portions of logic. Other device arrangements may use
logic that is not arranged in rows and columns.

An integrated circuit may communicate with external cir-
cuitry such as memory circuits or other integrated circuits
using input-output circuits 12. The input-output circuits may
send and receive communications signals based on clock
signals. FIG. 2 is an illustrative diagram of an integrated
circuit 10 having clock circuitry 22 that generates clock sig-
nals for integrated circuit 10.

Clock circuitry 22 may include clock generation circuitry
such as phase-locked loops (PLLs), delay-locked loops
(DLL), resonant circuits, or other clock circuitry. Clock paths
24 may serve to convey the clock signals from clock circuitry
22 to other circuitry throughout integrated circuit 10. Clock
paths 24 may be organized in any desired clock routing struc-
ture. For example, clock paths 24 may be implemented using
balanced clock routing structures such as H-tree structures or
may be implemented using unbalanced routing structures.

The example of FIG. 2 in which the clock signals are
generated by clock circuitry is merely illustrative. If desired,
clock signals may be generated using off-chip clock genera-
tion circuitry and provided to the integrated circuit via pins 14
and I/O circuits 12.

Storage and processing circuitry 28 may receive clock
signals via clock paths 24. Circuitry 28 may be coupled to /O
circuits 12 by paths 26. Circuitry 28 may communicate with
external (e.g., off-chip) circuits using /O circuits 12 and
input-output pins 14. Processing circuitry 28 may be formed
from programmable circuitry such as programmable logic 18
of FIG. 1 that has been configured to implement desired
functions. This example is merely illustrative. If desired, pro-
cessing circuitry may include dedicated circuitry such as
application-specific circuits that perform predetermined
functions.

Paths 26 may formed from interconnects such as program-
mable interconnects 16 of FIG. 1 or dedicated interconnects.
Input/output circuits 12 may interface between storage and
processing circuitry 28 and external circuits that are coupled
to input/output pins 14. Programmable logic that is coupled to
a given I/O circuit 12 may be configured based on desired
functionality. For example, programmable logic that is
coupled to the I/O circuit may be configured as a memory
controller that reads and writes data when the 1/O circuit is
coupled to external memory. As another example, the pro-
grammable logic may be configured as communications cir-
cuitry for data communications such as Ethernet communi-
cations.

Input/output circuits 12 may include interface circuitry that
accommodates communications using different protocols
and/or standards. Protocols and standards that may be imple-
mented at an input/output circuit 12 may include network
standards and protocols such as Ethernet, gigabit Ethernet
such as the 10 Gigabit Attachment Unit Interface (XAUI), or
other communications network standards or protocols.
Memory standards such as double-data-rate (DDR) memory
standards may be implemented at the input/output circuit.
These examples are merely illustrative. If desired, any suit-
able interface and any number of desired interfaces for com-
municating with external circuitry may be implemented at
each input/output circuit 12. Each input/output circuit 12 may
be coupled to a corresponding set 15 of input/output pins 14.
Sets 15 may each include one or more input/output pins 14.

It can be challenging to design input-output circuits that
support multiple interface protocols and/or standards. For
example, additional die area may be required to implement
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additional interfaces at input-output circuits. To conserve die
area, multiple interfaces at an input-output circuit may be
implemented having shared circuitry. FIG. 3 is an illustrative
diagram of an input-output circuit 12 with interpolator cir-
cuitry 32 that is shared by interface circuits 34.

Interface circuits 34 may each correspond to a respective
interface protocol or standard. Interface circuits 34 may con-
vey data received via paths 26 (e.g., from storage and pro-
cessing circuitry 28 of FIG. 2) to /O pins 14 using the cor-
responding interface standards. Similarly, data received at /O
pins 14 may be processed by interface circuits 34 according to
the appropriate interface standard and provided at paths 26.
For example, interface circuit IF1 may serve as an Ethernet
interface that accommodates communications between inte-
grated circuit 10 and Ethernet networks that are coupled to
input-output pins 14 of I/O circuit 12. As another example,
interface circuit IF2 may serve as an external memory inter-
face (EMIF) that accommodates memory operations such as
read and write operations on an external memory circuit.

Interface circuits 34 are often used to implement high-
speed interfaces such as 10 GBps Ethernet and DDR memory.
Such high-speed interfaces operate based on clock signals
operating at high frequencies such as 10 MHz, 125 MHz, 400
MHz, 800 MHz, or more. At such frequencies, fluctuations in
clock phase due to factors such as noise and manufacturing
variations can result in communications errors and potential
interface failures. In some scenarios, incoming data and con-
trol signals received from an external circuit such as external
network circuitry may be generated based on an off-chip
clock signal that may have different characteristics from on-
chip clock signals such as those generated by clock circuitry
22 of FIG. 2. For example, an externally generated clock
signal may have a different phase from on-chip clock signals.

Interpolator circuitry 32 may be used to generate one or
more clock signals for operating interface circuits 34 to match
external circuitry that is coupled to I/O circuits 14. A modified
clock signal may be generated from a set of clock signals
received on clock paths 24 (e.g., on-chip clock signals
received from clock circuitry 22 of FIG. 2). The modified
clock signal may be provided from interpolator circuitry 32 to
interface circuits 34 via path 38. Control signals received
from interface circuits 34 may be used in generating the
modified clock signal. For example, interface circuits 34 may
produce control signals in a feedback loop based on the modi-
fied clock signal and signals received at /O pins 14. As
another example, interface circuits 34 may produce the con-
trol signals based on calibration data obtained during calibra-
tion operations (e.g., calibration operations performed at or
subsequent to device start-up).

Selection circuitry 36 may receive the control signals pro-
duced by interface circuits 34 and provide a selected one of
the control signals to shared interpolator circuitry 32. Selec-
tion circuitry 36 may include multiplexing circuits or other
selection circuits that are configured (programmed) to route
the selected control signals from the corresponding interface
circuit 34 to shared interpolator circuitry 32. Selection cir-
cuitry may be configured by loading control values into one or
more programmable elements 20. As an example, selection
circuitry may be configured (programmed) via program-
mable element 20 to route control signal S1 to shared inter-
polator circuitry 32.

The example of FIG. 3 in which selection circuitry 36
selects a control signal from interface circuits IF1 and IF2 is
merely illustrative. If desired, /O circuit 12 may include any
desired number of interface circuits 34 that produces control
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6

signals. Selection circuitry 36 may receive some or all of the
control signals and provide a selected control signal to shared
interpolator circuitry 32.

FIG. 4 is an illustrative diagram of an interpolation circuit
42 that may be included in shared interpolator circuitry 32 of
FIG. 3. Interpolation circuit may receive clock signals CL.K1,
CLK2, CLK3, etc. via clock paths 24 (e.g., from clock cir-
cuitry 22 of FIG. 2). Control signals such as a selected control
signal from selection circuitry 36 may be received at phase
selection circuitry 50.

Multiplexers 44 and 46 may select a pair of clock signals
CLK'and CLK" from the input clock signals based on control
signals C1 and C2. Clock signal CLK' may be provided to
signal driver 48A, whereas clock signal CLK" may be pro-
vided to signal driver 48B. Signal drivers 48A and 48B may
be adjustable-strength signal drivers that drive output path 54
with an adjustable strength based on control signals C3 and
C4 that are provided by phase selection circuitry 50. Clock
signal CLKOUTN may be formed from the combined outputs
of signal drivers 48A and 48B and may have a phase that is
between the phase of clock signals CLK' and CLK".

Phase selection circuitry 50 may receive a phase selection
signal (e.g., a control signal such as signals S1, S2, etc.) and
generate control signals C1, C2, C3, and C4 for multiplexers
44 and 46 and drivers 48A and 48B that control the multi-
plexers and drivers to produce clock signal CLKOUTN with
a desired phase. Multiplexers 44 and 46 may be controlled to
selecta pair of input clock signals having phases that approxi-
mate the desired phase, whereas the drive strength of drivers
48A and 48B may be adjusted to tune the phase of output
clock signal CLKOUTN to have the desired phase.

Phase selection circuitry 50 may include storage such as
shift register 52 or other storage (e.g., flip-flops, registers,
etc.) having values that are updated by the selected control
signal (e.g., from selection circuitry 36 of FIG. 3). The value
stored in shift register 52 may be shifted up or down based on
the selected control signal or an entirely new value may be
stored from the selected control signal. In these scenarios,
phase selection circuitry 50 may produce control signals C1,
C2, C3, and C4 based on the stored value in shift register 52.

FIG. 5 is an illustrative timing diagram showing how phase
interpolation circuit 42 may generate an output clock signal
CLKOUTN that is modified from input clock signals CL.K1,
CLK2, and CLK3. In the example of FIG. 5, the input clock
signals may have the same clock frequency, but are offset
from each other in phase by a predetermined amount. The
phase of clock signal CLK2 may be shifted from the phase of
clock signal CLK1 so that the rising edge of clock signal
CLK2 occurs at time T3 that is subsequent to time T1, which
corresponds to the rising edge of clock signal CLK1. Simi-
larly, the phase of clock signal CLLK3 may be offset from the
phase of clock signal CLK2.

Phase interpolation circuit 42 may identify that the desired
phase of output clock signal CLKOUTN lies between clock
signals CLK1 and CLK2. The desired phase may, for
example, be determined based on a control signal received by
phase selection circuitry 50 (e.g., a control signal selected
from signals S1 and S2 by selection circuitry 36 of FIG. 3).
Phase selection circuitry 50 may subsequently provide mul-
tiplexer control signals C1 and C2 to multiplexers 44 and 46
that select clock signals CLK1 and CLLK2. Multiplexer 44
may select clock signal CLK1 as multiplexer output signal
CLK', whereas multiplexer 46 may select clock signal CLK2
as multiplexer output signal CLK". Adjustable driver circuits
48A and 48B may receive the selected clock signals CLK1
and CLK2, respectively.



US 9,106,230 B1

7

Phase selection circuitry may control the drive strength of
adjustable driver circuits 48A and 48B to produce output
clock signal CLKOUTN having the desired phase between
clock signals CLK1 and CLK2. To set the phase of output
clock signal CLKOUTN more closely to the phase of CLK',
the drive strength of driver 48 A may be increased and/or the
drive strength of driver 48B may be decreased. Similarly, to
set the phase of output clock signal CLKOUTN to more
closely match the phase of CLK", the drive strength of driver
48 A may be decreased and/or the drive strength of driver 48B
may be increased.

In the example of FIG. 5, the desired phase of output clock
signal CLKOUTN may more closely match the phase of
clock signal CLK1 than clock signal CLK2. Phase selection
circuitry 50 may provide control signals C3 and C4 that adjust
the drive strengths of drivers 48A and 48B so that the drive
strength of driver 48A is greater than driver 48B. For
example, the drive strength of driver 48 A may be increased.
As another example, the drive strength of driver 48B may be
reduced. As yet another example, the drive strength of driver
48 A may be increased while the drive strength of driver 48B
is simultaneously reduced.

Drivers 48 A and 48B may drive output path 54 with oppos-
ing values when clock signals CLK' and CLK" have opposing
values. For example, between times T1 and T3, clock signal
CLK' may be logic one, whereas clock signal CLK" may be
logic zero. During this time period, the zero-to-one transition
(rising edge) of output clock signal CLKOUTN at time T2
may be delayed by time delay 62 relative to the rising edge of
clock signal CLK' at time T1, because driver 48B opposes the
logic one transition of output clock signal CLKOUTN.

As the drive strength of driver 48A is increased relative to
the drive strength of driver 48B, time delay 62 may be
reduced. In other words, as the difference of drive strength
from driver 48A to driver 48B is increased, rising edge time
T2 of output clock signal CLKOUTN may approach rising
edge time T1 of clock signal CLK'. Similarly, as the drive
strength of driver 48B is increased relative to the drive
strength of driver 48A, time delay 62 may increase so that the
rising edge of output clock signal CLKOUTN approaches the
rising edge of clock signal CLK".

The accuracy of phase interpolation circuit 42 may be
determined by the number of input clock signals and the
degree to which the drive strengths of driver circuits 48 A and
48B are adjustable. As the number of input clock signals
having different phase characteristics increases, the initial
phase selection via multiplexers 44 may more accurately
match a desired output clock phase. As the number of avail-
able drive strength values of driver circuits 48A and 48B
increases, phase selection circuitry 50 may provide increased
accuracy in adjusting the output clock phase between the
phases of the clock signals selected by multiplexers 44 and
46. Phase interpolation circuitry 42 may provide a discrete
number of possible phase values bounded by the phases of the
input clock signals. FIG. 6 is an illustrative graph showing
how phase interpolation operations performed by a phase
interpolation circuit may produce output clock signals having
different phase characteristics.

In the example of FIG. 6, output clock signal CLKOUTN
may be produced having seven discrete phase values that are
indexed from one to seven (e.g., output clock signals CLK-
OUT1, CLKOUT2, CLKOUTS, . . ., and CLKOUT7). At
output clock index one, the output clock signal may be pro-
duced having phase PCLK1 of input clock CLK1. Similarly,
output clock indices four and seven may correspond to the
phases of input clock signals CLLK2 and CLK3, respectively.
At intermediate indices such as indices two, three, five and
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six, the output clock signal may be produced having phases
between the phases of the input clock signals. For example,
phases between input clock signals CLK1 and CLLK2 may be
produced for indices two and three, whereas intermediate
phases between PCLK2 and PCLK3 may be produced for
indices five and six.

Each indexed output clock signal may be produced using a
different combination of control signals (e.g., by adjusting
control signals C1, C2, C3, and C4). The input control signal
received by phase interpolation circuit from interface circuits
may be used to select an index for clock signal output. For
example, an interface circuit may select output clock index
four to direct phase interpolation circuit 42 to produce output
clock signal CLKOUT4 having phase PCLK2 of input clock
signal CLK2. As another example, an interface circuit may
select output clock index two so that interpolation circuit 42
produces output clock signal CLKOUT2 having a phase
between PCLK1 and PCLK2.

Phase interpolation circuitry such as phase interpolation
circuits 42 may be used in high-speed communications such
as gigabit Ethernet or other off-chip communications to
recover clock signals from received data signals. Interface
circuits that serve to recover clock signals from data signals
that have been externally generated may sometimes be
referred to as clock and data recovery (CDR) interface cir-
cuits or clock recovery interface circuits. FIG. 7 is an illus-
trative diagram of a clock and data recovery interface circuit
34 that may use phase interpolation circuitry 42 for clock
recovery operations.

As shownin FIG. 7, clock recovery interface circuit 34 may
receive input data signals DP and DN via pins 14. Input data
signals DP and DN may form a combined differential signal
that is received by a differential amplifier 62. Differential
amplifier 62 may produce data signal DATAIN on path 64
from the difference between input signals DP and DN. Phase
detection circuit PD1 may receive data signal DATAIN from
differential amplifier 62 and clock signal CLKOUTN from
phase interpolation circuit PI1. Phase detection circuit PD1
may produce data output signal DATAOUT by clocking the
DATAIN signal with clock signal CLKOUTN. Clock signal
CLKOUTN may also be provided at an output of clock recov-
ery interface circuit 34. Clock recovery interface circuit 34 of
FIG. 7 may, for example, be used to implement a differential
signaling standard such as low-voltage differential signaling
(LVDS) for high-speed communications such as gigabit Eth-
ernet.

Phase detection circuit PD1 may monitor signals DATAIN
and CLKOUTN to determine whether the currently received
CLKOUTN signal matches the phase of the DATAIN signal.
In response to determining that the phase of the CLKOUTN
signal should be increased, phase detection circuit PD1 may
assert control signal U1 (e.g., an “up” control signal) to indi-
cate that the phase of clock signal CLKOUTN should be
increased. In response to determining that the CLKOUTN
signal should be decreased, phase detection circuit PD1 may
assert control signal D1 (e.g., a “down” control signal) to
indicate that the phase of clock signal CLKOUTN should be
decreased.

The example of FIG. 7 in which up and down control
signals U1 and D1 are produced by phase detection circuit
PD1 separately is merely illustrative. If desired, up and down
control signals U1 and D1 may combined as a single control
signal that indicates whether the phase of clock signal CLK-
OUTN should be increased or decreased to match input data
signal DATAIN.

Phase detection circuit PD1 may be susceptible to noise
such as jitter and other sources of noise in data signal
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DATAIN and clock signal CLKOUTN. For example, jitter in
data signal DATAIN can result in fluctuations and inaccura-
cies in phase detection operations. Such inaccuracies can
result in errors in control signals U1 and D1 that are produced
by phase detection circuit PD1. To help minimize inaccura-
cies due to noise, digital filter F1 may receive up and down
control signals U1 and D1 and remove high-frequency noise
to produce control signal UD1. Digital filter F1 may, for
example, perform averaging operations to remove high-fre-
quency fluctuations in the up and down signals. Digital filter
F1 may have an associated cutoff frequency beyond which
noise in the up and down signals is removed. The cutoff
frequency may be selected based on a protocol specification
that is used to generate the data signal.

Phase interpolation circuit PI1, phase detection circuit
PD1, and digital filter F1 may form a first clock recovery
branch 68 that determines whether data signal DATAIN
matches the phase of clock signal CLKOUTN. Interface cir-
cuit 34 may include a second clock recovery branch 70 that
matches data signal DATAIN with a second clock signal
CLKOUTN+1. The index of clock signal CLKOUTN+1 may
be incremented from the index of clock signal CLKOUTN by
one so that the phases of both clock signals are offset from
each other (see, e.g., FIG. 6).

Clock recovery branch 70 may include phase interpolation
circuit P12, phase detection circuit PD2, and digital filter F2
that operate similarly to the circuitry of clock recovery branch
68. However, clock signal CLKOUTN+1 produced by phase
interpolation circuit PI2 may be offset from clock signal
CLKOUTN. Clock signals CLKOUTN and CLKOUTN+1
may be offset using control signals S1-1 and S1-2 produced
by control circuitry 72 or may be offset via implementation of
phase interpolation circuits PI1 and P12 (e.g., phase interpo-
lation circuit PI2 may be designed to produce output clock
signal CLKOUTN+1 having an index that is incrementally
greater than output clock signal CLKOUTN produced by
phase interpolation circuit PI1 when provided with the same
input control signal).

Control circuitry 72 may receive up-down control signals
UD1 and UD2 from clock recovery branches 68 and 70 and
produce control signals S1-1 and S1-2 based on the up-down
control signals. Control signals S1-1 and S1-2 may be con-
veyed to phase interpolation circuits PI1 and P12 by selection
circuitry 36 during clock recovery configurations. For
example, multiplexers 71 may be configured via program-
mable elements 20 to route signals S1-1 and S1-2 to phase
interpolation circuits PI1 and PI2.

Control circuitry 72 may maintain a phase adjustment table
74 that identifies appropriate values for control signals S1-1
and S1-2 based on up-down control signals UD1 and UD2
received from clock recovery branches 68 and 70. FIG. 8 is an
illustrative diagram of a phase adjustment table 74 that may
be maintained by control circuitry 72.

As shown in FIG. 8, phase adjustment table 74 may iden-
tify actions to be performed based on up/down signals UD1
and UD2. If signals UD1 and UD2 indicate that the phase of
clock signals CLKOUTN and CLKOUTN+1 should both be
increased (UP), control circuitry 72 may provide control sig-
nals S1-1 and S1-2 to phase interpolation circuit PI1 and P12
that direct the phase interpolation circuits to increase the
phase offsets for both clock signals (e.g., increase the index of
both clock signals by one). Similarly, if signals UD1 and UD2
indicate that the phases of clock signals CLKOUTN and
CLKOUTN+1 should be decreased (DOWN), control cir-
cuitry 72 may direct the phase interpolation circuits to

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

10
decrease the phase offsets of clock signals CLKOUTN and
CLKOUTN+1 (e.g., decrease the index of both clock signals
by one).

If control signals UD1 and UD2 have conflicting values
that converge, phase adjustment table 74 may indicate that no
action should be taken, because clock signal CLKOUTN has
been adjusted to match data signal DATAIN within the capa-
bilities of phase interpolation circuits PI1 and PI2. For
example, the desired clock phase may be between the phases
of output clock signals CLKOUTN and CLKOUTN+1 when
control signal UD1 indicates UP and control signal UD2
indicates DOWN, because the phase of control signal UD1
may be smaller than the phase of control signal UD2.

If control signals UD1 and UD2 have conflicting values
that diverge, phase adjustment table 74 may indicate that the
phases of clock signals CLKOUTN and CLKOUTN+1
should be increased (UP) or decreased (DOWN), as long as
the table consistently indicates either UP or DOWN. In the
example of FIG. 8, control signal UD1 may take precedence
(e.g., table 74 may indicate that clock phase offsets should be
decreased to correspond to control signal UD1). Whether or
not the control signals UD1 and UD2 diverge may depend on
the relative phase positioning (e.g., index) between clock
signals CLKOUTN and CLKOUTN+1. For example, in the
scenario that the phase of clock signal CLKOUTN is less than
the phase of clock signal CLKOUTN+1, control signals UD1
and UD2 may diverge when UD1 indicates DOWN and UD2
indicates UP. As another example, if the phase of CLKOUTN
is greater than the phase of CLKOUTN+1, control signals
UD1 and UD2 may diverge when UD1 indicates UP and UD2
indicates DOWN.

FIG. 9 is an illustrative timing diagram showing how phase
detection circuits 66 of FIG. 7 may perform phase detection
operations. The example of FIG. 9 may be described in ref-
erence to phase detection circuit PD1. However, phase detec-
tion operations may be performed similarly by phase detec-
tion circuit PD2.

As shown in FIG. 9, input data signal DATAIN may be
externally generated based on a source clock signal (e.g., an
external clock signal that is not received by the input-output
circuit). Changes to data signal DATAIN occur at the rising
edge of the source clock signal. Clock recovery operations
may be performed so as to match clock signal CLKOUTN
with the source clock signal based on the DATAIN signal.

At the rising edge of clock signal CLKOUTN (time T1),
phase detection circuit PD1 may sample the DATAIN signal.
At predetermined intervals spanning one clock period P1 of
clock signal CLKOUTN subsequent to the rising edge of
clock signal CLKOUTN, phase detection circuit PD1 may
obtain additional samples of the DATAIN signal (e.g., at
times 12, T3, T4, T5, T6, and T7). The example of FIG. 9 in
which seven samples are taken is merely illustrative. Any
desired number of additional samples may be taken at prede-
termined intervals spanning one clock period P1 (e.g., at least
three samples).

Phase detection circuit PD1 may subsequently determine
whether the sampled values are consistent with each other. In
the scenario of FIG. 9, phase detection circuit PD1 may
determine that samples at T6 and T7 have logic one values
that are different from the logic zero values of samples at
T1-T5. Circuit PD1 may identify that the transition between
logic zero to logic one occurs in the latter half of the sampled
values and may therefore assert down signal D1 to shift the
phase of clock signal CLKOUTN along direction X. In other
words, the index of the output clock signal may be reduced to
produce CLKOUTN-1 that more closely matches the source
clock. If desired, the index of the output clock signal may be
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adjusted in a modulo-type operation (e.g., index zero may be
modulo reduced to index 7, whereas index 7 may be modulo
increased to index zero).

Interpolator circuitry having phase interpolation circuits
may be shared between different high-speed communications
interface circuits of an input-output circuit. The phase inter-
polation circuits may be used to implement different func-
tions based on the type of communications that the input-
output circuit has been configured to perform. FIG. 10 is an
illustrative diagram showing a scenario in which input-output
circuits 12 of device 10 are configured to communicate with
memory module 22.

Memory module 22 may be a memory device sometimes
referred to as a single in-line memory module (SIMM) or a
dual in-line memory module (DIMM). Device 10 may be
configured to communicate with at least one memory module
22, at least two memory modules 22, at least four memory
modules 22, etc. Input/output circuits 12 may be coupled to
memory module 22 through paths 34 and I/O pins 14. During
memory read operations, data (DQ) signals may be conveyed
from memory module 22 to I/O circuits 12 over path 34.
During memory write operations, data signals may be con-
veyed from [/O circuits 12 to memory module 22 over path
34. Data strobe signals DQS may be conveyed between
memory module 22 and integrated circuit 10 that indicate
when data on paths 34 are valid. Calibration circuitry 30 may
be used upon startup to perform calibration operations (e.g.,
for reducing skew caused by process variations).

During read and write operations, control signals such as
clock CLK and other control signals such as address ADDR
and command CMD signals may be conveyed from integrated
circuit 10 to memory module 22 over path 36. Signal CLK
may serve as a system reference clock (e.g., a reference clock
to which the address signal ADDR and command signal
CMD should be aligned). Signal CMD may be configured to
a first value to initiate a read operation, to a second value to
initiate a write operation, to a third value during normal
operation, and to other values to initiate any desired opera-
tions. Signal ADDR specifies the address (e.g., a selected
bank address in a memory device) from which data is read out
during read operations and the address to which data is writ-
ten during write operations.

Memory module 22 may include a series of memory
devices, each of which is sometimes referred to as a memory
group. For example, memory module 22 may include first
memory group 51-1, second memory group 51-2, . .., and N
memory group 51-N. Memory module 22 may include eight
memory groups (as an example). Each of the memory groups
may contain hundreds or thousands of memory cells (e.g.,
RAM cells). The memory groups may communicate with
integrated circuit 10 through respective signal paths. For
example, first memory group 51-1 may communicate with a
first /O circuit 12 by sending data over path 34-1, second
memory group 51-2 may communicate with the first I/O
circuit 12 by sending data over path 34-2, Nth memory group
51-N may communicate with a second I/O circuit 12 over
path 34-N, etc.

In general, memory access operations are not synchronized
with system-level control signals CLK/CMD/ADDR. As a
result, the DQ signals that are received from memory module
22 are not phase aligned with any known clock signal in
device 10. It is therefore necessary to provide data strobe
(DQS) signals with the DQ signals, so that the DQS strobes
can be used to establish proper timing relationships when
processing the DQ signals. For example, during a read opera-
tion, integrated circuit 10 uses the DQS signals in capturing
data as it is transmitted over paths 34 from memory 22.
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The operation of each memory group is somewhat inde-
pendent, so memory module 22 generates a separate DQS
signal for each of the memory groups. Integrated circuit 10
may send control signals to the memory groups via path 36.
Memory module 22 of FIG. 10 may be a type of memory
module in which the control signals on path 36 arrive at each
of the memory groups at different times. For example,
because of the way path 36 is routed, the control signals on
path 36 may arrive first at memory group 51-1 and then arrive
at each subsequent memory group after some delay.

During write operations, appropriate control signals may
be sent over path 36 to direct the memory groups to store write
data. Write data may be received at the memory groups at
different times depending on when control signals CLK/
CMD/ADDR arrive at a particular memory group. For
example, memory group 51-1 may receive write data before
subsequent memory group 51-2, memory group 51-2 may
receive write data before subsequent memory group 51-3,
memory group 51-3 may receive write data before subsequent
memory group 51-4, etc. Process, voltage, and temperature
(PVT) variations may also introduce skew between the DQ
and DQS signals, resulting in degraded data sampling mar-
gins (i.e., reduced setup and hold times). Calibration circuitry
30 may be used to calibrate the phase of clock signals (e.g.,
clock signal CLK)used by I/O circuits 12 to produce memory
interface signals such as DQ, DQS, ADDR, and CMD signals.
For example, to accommodate staggered delay between
memory groups, calibration circuitry 30 may calibrate phase
characteristics of clock signals at /O circuits 12. Calibration
settings may be determined during calibration operations per-
formed at device start up, may be determined dynamically
during normal operation of integrated circuit 10, or may be
pre-loaded into storage such as calibration registers prior to
start up. Calibration circuitry may provide calibration values
to 1/O circuits 12 via paths 82.

FIG. 11 is a diagram of an I/O circuit 12 including a
memory interface circuit 34. As shown in FIG. 11, I/O circuit
12 may include a memory interface circuit 34, at least one
phase interpolation circuit 42, and selection circuitry 36.
Memory interface circuit 34 may sometimes be referred to
herein as an external memory interface (EMIF) circuit,
because circuit 34 is used to interface with external (off-chip)
memory such as memory module 22.

Memory interface circuit may include memory write cir-
cuitry 84 that receives write data (e.g., write data generated by
integrated circuit 10 for writing into system memory). Write
circuitry 84 may, for example, include buffers such as write
buffers and first-in-first-out (FIFO) buffers that temporarily
store data for write operations. If desired, memory interface
circuit may include memory read circuitry (not shown) for
receiving read data from system memory over /O pin 14
(e.g., during read operations). The write data may be con-
veyed to I/0 pin 14 as a DQ signal by memory write circuitry
84 based on clock signal CLKOUTN. For example, the DQ
signal may be updated at the rising edge of clock signal
CLKOUTN.

To help ensure that the DQ signal produced by memory
write circuitry 84 has desired timing characteristics, phase
interpolation circuit 42 may be controlled using calibration
values received from calibration circuitry such as calibration
circuitry 30 of FIG. 10. Phase interpolation circuit 42 may use
the calibration values to produce clock signal CLKOUTN
from input clock signals received on clock paths 24. The
calibration values may, for example, identify a clock index
having a desired phase (e.g., an output clock index of FIG. 6).

In the example of FIG. 11, phase interpolation circuit 42
includes a multiplexer 71 that may be configured via pro-
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grammable element 20 to route calibration values 81 from
memory write circuitry 84 to phase interpolation circuit 42
via path 83 (e.g., as control signal S2). However, if desired,
the calibration values may be conveyed to phase interpolation
circuit 42 via selection circuitry 36 and optional path 86,
thereby bypassing memory write circuitry 84.

Multiple interface circuits such as memory interface circuit
34 of FIG. 11 and clock recovery interface circuit 34 of FIG.
7 may be implemented with shared interpolator circuitry.
FIG. 12 is an illustrative diagram of 1/O circuit 12 including
multiple memory interface circuits 34-1 and 34-2 and a clock
recovery interface circuit 34-3 that share interpolator cir-
cuitry 32. Memory interface circuits 34-1 and 34-2 may each
operate similarly to memory interface circuit 34 of FIG. 11.
For example, interface circuits 34-1 and 34-2 may each
receive respective calibration values from calibration cir-
cuitry via paths 82 and provide write data at respective pins
14. Memory interface circuits 34-1 and 34-2 may produce
respective control signals S2-1 and S2-2 for controlling inter-
polator circuitry 32. Clock recovery interface circuit 34-3
may operate similarly to clock recovery interface circuit 34 of
FIG. 7. For example, clock recovery interface circuit 34-3
may provide control signals S1-1 and S1-2 to interpolator
circuitry 32 during clock and data recovery operations and
produce output signal DATAOUT based on input signals
received at pins 14 and clock signals CLKOUTN and CLK-
OUTN+1 provided by interpolator circuitry 32. Clock signal
CLKOUTN corresponding to output signal DATAOUT may
be provided at an output of clock recovery interface circuit
34-3.

As shown in FIG. 12, I/O circuit 12 may be coupled to an
associated set 15 of /O pins 14. The set of I/O pins may be
coupled to different types of external circuits based on a
desired mode of operation. For example, /O pins 14 may be
coupled to a memory module 22 and convey memory signals
such as DQ/DQS signals in an external memory interface
mode (see, e.g., FIG. 10). As another example, I/O pins 14
may be coupled to external communications circuitry in a
clock recovery interface mode (see, e.g., FIG. 7).

1/O circuit 12 may include selection circuitry 36 that can be
configured or controlled based on the desired mode of opera-
tion. Programmable elements 20 may be loaded with configu-
ration values that configure multiplexers 71-1 and 71-2 to
route signals S1-1 and S1-2 to interpolator circuitry 36 during
a clock recovery interface mode. During a memory interface
mode, programmable elements 20 may be loaded with con-
figuration values that configure multiplexers 71-1 and 71-2 to
route signals S2-2 and S2-2 to phase interpolation circuits
42-1 and 42-2, respectively.

FIG. 13 is a flow chart 100 of illustrative steps that may be
performed to configure a programmable integrated circuit
with I/O circuitry having multiple interface circuits. The steps
of flow chart 100 may be performed by logic design comput-
ing equipment (e.g., CAD tools implemented on computing
equipment that is coupled to the programmable integrated
circuit during programming operations) in configuring pro-
grammable elements such as programmable elements 20 in
1/O circuits 12 of a programmable integrated circuit. In this
scenario, control values may be stored in programmable ele-
ments 20 that configure the I/O circuits prior to normal opera-
tion of the programmable integrated circuit (e.g., during con-
figuration operations). If desired, dynamic reconfiguration
may be used to modify values stored in programmable ele-
ments during normal operation.

During step 102, the logic design computing equipment
may select a mode of operation for an I/O circuit that accom-
modates multiple modes of operation. For example, the logic
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design computing equipment may select a clock recovery
mode or a memory interface recovery mode for I/O circuit 12
of FIG. 12.

During step 104, the logic design computing equipment
may identify one or more interface circuits of the I/O circuit
that correspond to the selected mode of operation. In other
words, the logic design computing equipment may determine
which interface circuits of the I/O circuit should be activated
to enable the selected mode of operation. For example, if a
clock recovery mode is selected during step 102, clock recov-
ery interface circuit 34-3 may be identified during step 104.
As another example, if a memory interface mode is identified
during step 102, memory interface circuits 34-1 and 34-2 may
be identified during step 104.

During step 106, the logic design computing equipment
may configure selection circuitry in the 1/O circuit to route
control signals from the identified interface circuits to inter-
polator circuitry that is shared between the interface circuits.
For example, the logic design computing equipment may
configure multiplexers 71-1 and 71-2 of FIG. 12 to route
signals S2-1 and S2-2 from memory interface circuits 34-1
and 34-2 to interpolation circuitry 32. As another example,
the logic design computing equipment may configure selec-
tion circuitry 36 to route signals S1-1 and S1-2 from clock
recovery interface circuit 34-3 to interpolation circuitry 32.

By using the selection circuitry to route control signals
from the identified interface circuits to the interpolator cir-
cuitry, the logic design computing equipment may effectively
configure the mode of operation of the I/O circuit. The /O
circuit may therefore accommodate different communica-
tions standards, protocols, and/or technologies while con-
serving available die area due to use of shared interpolator
circuitry.

The foregoing is merely illustrative of the principles of this
invention and various modifications can be made by those
skilled in the art without departing from the scope and spirit of
the invention. The foregoing embodiments may be imple-
mented individually or in any combination.

What is claimed is:

1. An integrated circuit, comprising:

an input-output pin;

a first interface circuit coupled to the input-output pin that
communicates using a first communications protocol;

a second interface circuit coupled to the input-output pin
that communicates using a second communications pro-
tocol that is different than the first communications pro-
tocol; and

interpolator circuitry that is shared between the first and
second interface circuits, wherein the interpolator cir-
cuitry produces at least one modified clock signal from a
plurality of clock signals.

2. The integrated circuit defined in claim 1 wherein each
clock signal of the plurality of clock signals has a respective
phase, wherein the interpolator circuitry comprises:

at least one phase interpolation circuit that receives the
plurality of clock signals and performs phase interpola-
tion operations on the plurality of clock signals to pro-
duce the at least one modified clock signal.

3. The integrated circuit defined in claim 2 wherein the

phase interpolation circuit comprises:

a first multiplexer that receives the plurality of clock sig-
nals and produces a first selected clock signal from the
plurality of clock signals; and

a second multiplexer that receives the plurality of clock
signals and produces a second selected clock signal from
the plurality of clock signals, wherein the phase inter-
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polation circuit produces the modified clock signal from
the first and second selected clock signals.

4. The integrated circuit defined in claim 3 wherein the
phase interpolation circuit further comprises:

an output terminal at which the modified clock signal is
provided;

a first adjustable-strength driver circuit that receives the
first selected clock signal and drives the output terminal
with the first selected clock signal at a first drive
strength; and

a second adjustable-strength driver circuit that receives the
second selected clock signal and drives the output ter-
minal with the second selected clock signal at a second
drive strength.

5. The integrated circuit defined in claim 4 wherein the first
and second interface circuits produce respective first and
second control signals, the integrated circuit further compris-
ing selection circuitry that receives the first and second con-
trol signals and provides a selected control signal from the
first and second control signals to the phase interpolation
circuit.

6. The integrated circuit defined in claim 5 wherein the
phase interpolation circuit further comprises:

phase selection circuitry that receives the selected control
signal and controls the first and second multiplexers and
the first and second adjustable-strength driver circuits
based on the selected control signal.

7. The integrated circuit defined in claim 2 wherein the first
and second interface circuits produce respective first and
second control signals, the integrated circuit further compris-
ing:

multiplexing circuitry that provides the first control signal
to the interpolator circuitry in a first mode in which the
first interface circuit is enabled and provides the second
control signal to the interpolator circuitry in a second
mode in which the second interface circuit is enabled.

8. The integrated circuit defined in claim 7 wherein the first
interface circuit comprises a clock recovery interface circuit
that recovers data in the first mode from signals received at the
input-output pin using the at least one modified clock signal.

9. The integrated circuit defined in claim 8 wherein the
second interface circuit comprises a memory interface circuit
that performs memory access operations in the second mode
over the input-output pin using the at least one modified clock
signal.

10. The integrated circuit defined in claim 9 wherein the
input-output pin comprises a first input-output pin, wherein
the memory interface circuit comprises a first memory inter-
face circuit, and wherein the integrated circuit further com-
prises:

asecond input-output pin that is coupled to the clock recov-
ery interface circuit, wherein the clock recovery inter-
face circuit recovers the data from the signals received at
the first input-output pin and additional signals received
at the second input-output pin; and

a second memory interface circuit that performs memory
access operations over the second input-output pin.

11. The integrated circuit defined in claim 10 wherein the at
least one phase interpolation circuit comprises first and sec-
ond phase interpolation circuits that produce respective first
and second modified clock signals from the plurality of clock
signals, wherein the first phase interpolation circuit is shared
between the first memory interface circuit and the clock
recovery interface circuit, and wherein the second phase
interpolation circuit is shared between the second memory
interface circuit and the clock recovery interface circuit.
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12. The integrated circuit defined in claim 7 wherein the
integrated circuit comprises a programmable integrated cir-
cuit.

13. An integrated circuit, comprising:

clock circuitry that generates first and second clock signals

having respective first and second phases;

an input-output pin; and

an input-output circuit coupled to the input-output pin,

wherein the input-output circuit receives the first and
second clock signals, wherein the input-output circuit
performs clock recovery operations in a first mode and
performs external memory interface operations in a sec-
ond mode, and wherein the input-output circuit com-
prises:

at least one phase interpolation circuit that produces a

modified clock signal having a phase that is between the
first and second phases.

14. The integrated circuit defined in claim 13 wherein the
input-output circuit further comprises:

clock recovery circuitry that performs the clock recovery

operations on signals received from the input-output pin
in the first mode; and

memory interface circuitry that performs the external

memory interface operations over the input-output pin
in the second mode, wherein the at least one phase
interpolation circuit is shared between the clock recov-
ery circuitry and the memory interface circuitry.

15. The integrated circuit defined in claim 14 wherein the
clock recovery circuitry produces a first clock control signal,
wherein the memory interface circuitry produces a second
clock control signal, and wherein the input-output circuit
further comprises:

selection circuitry that receives the first and second clock

control signals and provides a selected clock control
signal of the first and second clock control signals to the
at least one phase interpolation circuit.

16. The integrated circuit defined in claim 15 further com-
prising:

calibration circuitry that provides calibration values to the

memory interface circuitry, wherein the memory inter-
face circuitry produces the second clock control signal
based on the calibration values.

17. A method of using logic design computing equipment
to configure a programmable integrated circuit having an
input-output pin, the method comprising:

selecting a mode of operation for an input-output circuit

that is coupled to the input-output pin, wherein the input-
output circuit includes a plurality of interface circuits
and phase interpolation circuitry shared between the
plurality of interface circuits;

identifying which interface circuits of the plurality of inter-

face circuits are associated with the selected mode of
operation; and

configuring selection circuitry of the input-output circuit to

convey control signals from the identified interface cir-
cuits to the phase interpolation circuitry.

18. The method defined in claim 17 wherein each interface
circuit of the plurality of interface circuits produces a respec-
tive control signal, wherein the selection circuitry comprises
multiplexing circuitry that receives the control signals of each
of' the plurality of interface circuits, and wherein configuring
the selection circuitry of the input-output circuit to convey the
control signals from the identified interface circuits to the
phase interpolation circuitry comprises:

configuring the multiplexing circuitry to select only the

control signals from the identified interface circuits.
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19. The method defined in claim 18 wherein the multiplex-
ing circuitry is controlled by programmable elements that
produce static output signals and wherein configuring the
multiplexing circuitry comprises:

storing control values at the programmable elements.

20. The method defined in claim 17 wherein selecting the
mode of operation for the input-output circuit comprises
selecting between a memory interface mode and a clock
recovery mode.
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